
Education Evening
Thursday 3rd October 2024



Plan for this evening
• Introduction and welcome from Mr Tickle, Headteacher
• Introduction to the iPad and Showbie from Mr Holden, Assistant Headteacher
• Introduction to Sparx Maths from Mrs Sutcliffe, Head of Maths
• Introduction to Sparx Reader from Miss Bithell - Head of English
• Knowledge organiser introduction from Mr Tickle, Headteacher
• Any final questions
• Close



Mission

Mission:

Our mission is to deliver an outstanding level of education whilst maintaining the 
students’ best interests at our core.





Learning and Teaching

Our teachers

● Know their subjects inside out and have a passion for teaching that subject

● Use a range of research based best practices that enable students to learn 

effectively

● Build good relationships with students to enable them to learn effectively

● Instil effective routines for learning that support all students to achieve

● Use technology to support and stretch students while enriching their learning 

experiences



Apple Distinguished Status

• Since 2018 we have been designated as an Apple Distinguished School 
(redesignated September 2021 and again in September 2024).

• We are described by Apple as ‘a centre of innovation, leadership and 
educational excellence that use mobile technology to inspire creativity, 
collaboration and critical thinking.’  



Showbie and the iPad



Sparx Maths
www.sparxmaths.uk













Sparx Reader



What is Sparx Reader?

• Sparx Reader is an online reading platform that 
helps students to practise reading regularly, to 
set them up for success at secondary school and 
in life beyond.

• It helps students to improve their reading, 
comprehension, and vocabulary skills.

• Students will complete Sparx Reader during their 
English lessons (at Key Stage 3) and for homework.



• 100s of books in their e-library covering reading ages of 6 – 17+.  
New books are added all of the time.

• Books are chosen to cover a large range of genre covering a 
diverse range of topics, characters and cultures.

• Students read an entire book, not extracts.



Who will do Sparx Reader?

• Our current Year 10 students trialled the program last 
year and continue this year.

• Year 7, 8, 9 and 11 have been introduced to Sparx this 
September and all students should now have completed 
their baseline test.  



How does it work?

• Initially, students take a baseline test which assesses their understanding of a text and 
generates a reading age.

• The software will then provide students with appropriate texts for both their reading 
ability and their age.

• Students are given a couple of books at a time to choose from.  Once they have 
selected a book, it is presented to them a small chunk at a time.  After reading, the text 
disappears from the screen and 4 questions are asked.

• If students do not get the questions right, they are shown the text again and have 
another chance to answer the questions. They get 3 attempts in total before moving on.

• Getting questions right first time rewards students with more SRP and as their 
homework is to achieve 300 SRP a week, it is in their best interests to slow down, read 
carefully and get the questions right on their first try.



How does it work?

• At the end of the reading session, students have to opportunity to 
rate the difficulty of the book, and to say how much they’re enjoying 
it. Please encourage your child to rate their enjoyment of the book 
as it creates an algorithm and the program will be able to determine 
which books they like and offer them similar ones.

• Once a book is complete, the program assesses their accuracy and 
will alter the difficulty of the new books offered in line with this.  If 
your child read well, they’ll get another book offering of the same 
difficulty or harder.  If they struggled, the next book options may be 
slightly easier.



Why do we think it will help?

• With 30 - 40 minutes of homework time per week students will 
arguably be reading more quality texts.

• Students’ comprehension of what they’re reading should improve, 
along with their ability to retain knowledge.

• Students’ vocabulary should improve along with an ability to write 
more accurately.

• Students should have a wider knowledge and understanding of 
the world around them.

• Teachers will be sent weekly reports from Sparx Reader that will 
enable us to easily monitor progress. 



Some misconceptions

• As a rule of thumb, 10 SRP equates to 1 minute of reading. 

• Reading quicker or slower does NOT affect how quickly 
students will gain SRP, it is down to how accurately they 
answer the questions.

• Lower ability readers will be given smaller chunks of reading to 
complete before the questions than higher ability readers.



This is what the students see.

Here is a record of how 
many of their previous 

homework tasks they have 
completed.

This tells students all about their homework – when it’s due and 
how much they’ve completed.

Pam

Here’s their all-
time SRP total

They can earn extra 
SRP by completing 
Vocabulary tasks 

each day.

Here is the book 
the student is 
currently 
reading, showing 
their progress. 
To continue 
working, they 
click here.



Examples of texts.



Completing a lesson



Completing a lesson



Knowledge organisers



Homework and knowledge 
organisers - why we changed?
• Ensure homework is consistent
• Ensure all students complete their homework
• Ensure students understand the value of homework
• Develop effective revision strategies







A Knowledge organiser

1 Homework Homework will either be 
completed on an app on the iPad 
or to learn part of a knowledge 
organiser.

2 Knowledge 
organiser

Knowledge organisers have all of 
the key terms and definitions for 
a unit of work.

3 Key terms Key terms are the words or 
phrases students need to learn.



Knowledge organisers - how to use 
them

• All students will have a knowledge organiser exercise book

• Students will 'Look, Cover, Write, Check' in their self-quizzing 
books

• Look / study the knowledge organiser to begin with

• Cover it up

• Write as much as they can (exactly)

• Check and make corrections if necessary





Showbie code - Y9K4Z



Optimum learning conditions

• Quiet place to work
• Free from distractions
• Phone in another room
• Be present and attentive



Year 7 Homework

Maths and English - 60 minutes per week

Science after half term - 40 minutes per week 

French after half term - 40 minutes per week

Onward Together after Christmas - 20 minutes per week



How do we check students have 
completed their homework?

• When they come into a lesson, they should open their 
knowledge organiser book on the relevant page (we will check 
the dates) and their teacher will check the page is complete.

• Students who have not completed their homework are given a 
detention (for the first few weeks we monitor this and not 
necessarily issue detentions)



Good homework routines

• Same time every night?
• What about weekends?
• What about breaks and rewards?
• How will they monitor if they have homework and when it is 

due?



Any questions?


